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Annual Meeting  

of the Parish of Nuneham Courtenay 

held on Thursday 7
th

 April 2011 

in Marsh Baldon Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Present: 
 
5 members of the Parish Council, 5 members of the public 
 
1. Introductions 
 
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting.  
 
2.  Minutes of last year’s meeting 
 
The minutes of the 2010 Annual Parish Meeting, having been distributed immediately before the meeting 
were agreed to be a true record and signed as such by the Chairman of the Parish Council.   

 
3.  Matters arising from the minutes 
 
. Village project: The proposed village project to raise money to upgrade the village hall was superseded 

by events.  
. Rats: Notes were circulated in various ways but it was apparent that they would have to be tackled by all 

affected households.  The Council was talking about making a co-ordinated effort in the parish. 
. Communication: The website would be on the agenda for the following Parish Council meeting and would 

be raised later in the meeting.  
 
4. Parish Council Chairman’s report 
 
Cr George explained that it had been a unanimous decision at the meeting held in 2009 to carry on with a 
parish council, rather than downgrading to a parish meeting.   
 
Achievements since the last meeting:  
. The clutter of road signs on the A4074 had been reduced and there were fewer signs at the south end of 

the village. 
. SODC drainage work was in train.  A new run of drainage behind no.38 was in place and seemed to be 

working well. 
. County Council boundary review:  The Council proposed that if ward boundaries were redrawn, Nuneham 

Courtenay and Marsh Baldon should be in the same ward. 
. The date of the first village working party was set for 30th April. 
 
What hadn’t been done:  
. Setting up a flood group 
. Establishing a Village Plan.  This would be a priority for the coming year.  
 
Questions raised by the meeting:  
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Uneven kerb stones: This had been raised at the March Parish Council meeting and was being followed up.  
Thanks were recorded to all the councillors past and present maintaining the Council.  
 
5. Drainage works:   
 
It was reported that the final parts of the works were close to completion.   The parallel drain run behind 
numbers 38 and 40 was installed and was working well and SODC had secured funds for the remainder of 
the proposed works. 
A bypass route was to run in front of the allotments in ditches and culverts.  Meetings were held with 
allotment holders who were unhappy with the proposed route and it will now run down the back of the 
allotments.  
There was some discussion in the meeting about whether the new route would be as effective. 
The new culvert under the road will be the responsibility Oxfordshire County Council. 
There was some discussion of the issue of maintenance, particularly where the culvert would meet the ditch.  
Work had been done on the culvert system and it was mostly in good condition. 
The Parish Council was hoping to arrange a site meeting with SODC’s consultant, Monson, so that 
responsibilities could be agreed. 
The surface water drain in the lay by beside the post box was noted to be blocked with compacted leaves. 
 
6. Highways: 
 
Highways would be asked whether they would redo the “dragon’s teeth” and red strip at the entrance to the 
village and repaint the camera lines. 
 
The Council was trying to arrange a meeting with the Highways Area Steward with the following topics for 
discussion: 
. Redoing the traffic survey. 
. 40mph buffer at the South end past the Arboretum 
. North end gates 
. North end kerbstones 
. Resurfacing road and footpath. There was concern that the condition of the footpath was leading to damp 

penetrating properties. 
. Increasing the size of the lay-bys 
 
7. 250th birthday marker:  
 
There had been discussion at the 2010 Annual meeting about marking the village’s 250th birthday.  Lauren 
Lister and the village hall committee were thanked for organising a very successful event. 
 
It was suggested that the Recreation Ground should be reinstated and it had been suggested it might 
become the responsibility of the Parish Council. 
 
It was reported that dog fouling had become a problem on footpaths and this would be an item for the May 
meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
8. Village Plan:  
 
Nuneham Courtenay was almost the last village in Oxfordshire not to have established a Community led 
plan.  
It was explained that the purpose of the plan was to establish what the community wanted from its village.  
Once written, it would provide a clear mandate from the community for the Parish Council to take forward.  
The population of the parish was 180 and it was for the whole community to contribute.  
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Cr Love explained the ORCC 9 step programme to completing a Parish Plan. 
 
It would have the backing and support of ORCC, which would offer a grant of £1000 if the Parish Council 
pledged £100. This would be to pay for the launch, leaflets and the questionnaire.  A grant of £500 could be 
obtained from promoting the digital switchover. 
SODC would provid free use of display units, software to analyse the questionnaire and an A1 map of the 
parish. 
All stakeholders must be included, including businesses, the University and the youth of the village.  
 
The Plan will be launched on 21st June in Nuneham Courtenay Village Hall at 7pm with a presentation by 
Anton Nath of ORCC.  
 
9. Other matters raised:  
The newsletter 
Broadband 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30pm 
 
 


