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SUMMARY 

2011/12 has been a year when there have been some new challenges and as well as the business as 

usual.  We have sometimes wanted to move things on, but have often taken a holding position in the 

anticipation of things to come, both locally and nationally. 

The Parish Council is on a firm financial footing.  However we need to replace councillors that have 

resigned and ensure we have proper engagement with and support from the Parish.  The next few 

years look to be challenging as the Village Plan raises expatiations and local authority funding is 

limited. 

 

LOOKING BACK 

Thank you 

Thanks are due to my fellow councillors, Vice-Chair Jasminder Love and to Frank Casey, Jonathan 

Soffe and Lauren Lister.  Both Jonathan and Lauren resigned last month.  There is clearly a need to 

replace them. 

A special thanks also goes to our Parish Clerk, Jane Dymock.  Jane provides professional and 

knowledgeable support that keeps us on the straight and narrow. 

....and thank you to those who have attended meetings and also to the Village Plan Steering Group 

and the Village Hall Committee for their work and efforts.   

Farewells and welcomes 

It is always sad when there are deaths in the Parish.  This year the Parish Council must pay tribute to 

Mark Williams.  Mark was young, energetic and made things happen.  He is sorely missed. 

It is also appropriate to offer thanks to people who have moved away who have contributed greatly to 

the Parish - Steve and Mary Jenkins and Morley and Fay Benson. 

The Parish has many new arrivals and we welcome all those who have arrived in 2011-12. 

Parish Council Business 

Village Plan 

The Parish Council was keen to support the creation of a Village Plan and its launch has provided 

benefits to the local community and some challenges.  Thanks to the efforts of the lead, Jasminder we 

have seen: 

 Real engagement from around the Parish 

 Greater understanding of the nature and interest of those in the Parish 

 The real hope of some more collective views of what is important to parishioners 

 Some ideas brought forward ahead of the formal questionnaire and publishing of the plan, 

which the Parish Council is trying to support (Luncheon Club, Good Neighbour Scheme) 



Highways 

Highways issues have been a key issue for the PC.  Engagement with the County Council remains 

challenging and frustrating, particularly given the impact of reductions in County Council Highways 

budgets.  The creation of a local area stewardship fund (at £50k and to fund works across 11 

parishes) has not brought any benefits as yet. 

The PC presses for repairs to pavements and kerb stones, a road crossing, cycle racks, consideration 

to be given to bus shelters.  We have asked for the lengthening of some of the lay-bys.  Speeding 

through the village remains a concern. 

The chances of any real change in the short term are limited, but the PC will keep pressing. 

Planning  

At a national level the planning system has come under great review.  On the one hand the National 

Planning Policy Framework has been introduced aimed at reducing the planning bureaucracy, and on 

the other we have seen the Localism Act coming into play with the idea of Neighbourhood Plans and 

more local input into the planning process 

In the Parish there have been a number of listed building and planning applications.  Most have been 

for repairs and extensions. On the whole these have been uncontentious although the Parish Council 

and SODC have not always been at one.  Difficult ones have been the shop and out-buildings at 

Harcourt Farmhouse.   

Gravel Extraction has perhaps posed the greatest threat to the Parish.  During the course of the year 

we have continued to respond, through formal consultation processes, to the County’s Waste and 

Minerals Core Strategy and the final stages of that process have seen Nuneham Courtenay removed 

from the sites under consideration. 

Democracy 

The Parish Council elections took place in May last year, the first ‘proper’ election since the Parish 

Council had recommenced with local people.  It was heartening to find that we had five councillors, 

but disappointing to have no new interest. 

There have been changes agreed to the County Council boundary wards with a reduction in the 

number of councillors (74 – 63) and the re-arrangement of boundaries. Through the recommendations 

of both Baldons and NCPC we have persuaded the Boundaries Commission that both parishes 

should be in the same ward.  The changes will come into effect in 2014.  

There are currently consultations going on at both Parliamentary and District Council levels. 

None of the changes will affect Parish Council boundaries 

Finances 

The Parish Council has maintained its previously agreed aim of levying a precept to put in place an 

operational reserve (of approx. £2,000) and to produce a fund to allow the Parish Council to support 

local needs.  The Precept has been increased to £50 this year, following suggestions from 

parishioners, to ensure that there were funds to support possible Village Plan initiatives. 

There are only approx 100 properties in the village.  This restricts the amount that can be raised and 

indeed the extent of grants that can be made from PC funds.  The issue that the PC has to face is the 

reduction is services by Local Authorities and its ability to provide services itself. 



LOOKING FORWARD 

The next year (and years beyond) present some challenges for the Parish and its Council: Our 

objectives include: 

 Having five Parish Councillors 

 Supporting Village Plan outcomes and other initiatives brought forward by parishioners 

 Continued dialogue with neighbouring parishes 

 Pushing for Highways improvements 

 Democracy – responding to SODC boundary (and parliamentary boundary change proposals) 

 Planning – dialogue with SODC 

 Communications – developing an approach for the Parish that engages with everyone 

 Being clear what our local authorities are doing for us and what not 

The Parish Council is the Parish’s voice with local and national government.  We want to represent 

you – so we need the Parish to continue to talk to us and let us know what it likes and what it doesn’t.  

Full engagement directly or via the Village Plan is key to being able to identify needs and priorities. 

 

Colin George 
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